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Singapore’s NUS ranks 1st in Asia and 8th globally, while NTU

ranks 3rd in Asia
The National University of Singapore (NUS) retains its global rankings
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Singapore’s education system – and everything related to it – has long been under the microscope, from debates around the

removal of PSLE to the recent uproar over a certain university ruthlessly discarding stacks of books. But one thing remains
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constant: the world-class standards of our local universities. And no, this isn’t just national pride talking, especially since I

didn’t even attend one myself.

In the latest World University Rankings 2026 by UK-based Quacquarelli Symonds, the National University of Singapore

clinched the top spot in Asia and eighth place globally. Nanyang Technological University also fared well, coming in third in

Asia and 12th in the world, jumping three places from last year’s rankings.

Universities are assessed based on various indicators including academic reputation, graduate employability, and

international student ratio.

For those curious about how the global universities fared, here’s a quick snapshot. Massachusetts Institute of Technology

held onto the top spot for the 14th year running, followed by Imperial College London in second place. Stanford University

takes third place, while Oxford and Harvard both dipped to fourth and fifth place respectively.

Consider this your study abroad inspo list. Though getting into Stanford might be a stretch given the current situation, NUS

remains a strong contender, sitting just a few ranks below and offering stellar education right at home.

The top 10 universities in Asia for 2026:

1. National University of Singapore

2. The University of Hong Kong

3. Nanyang Technological University, Singapore

4. Peking University

5. Tsinghua University

6. Fudan University

7. The Chinese University of Hong Kong

8. The University of Tokyo

9. Seoul National University

10. The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology

The top 10 universities in the world for 2026:

1. Massachusetts Institute of Technology

2. Imperial College London

3. Stanford University 
4. University of Oxford

5. Harvard University

6. University of Cambridge

7. ETH Zurich

8. National University of Singapore

9. UCL

10. California Institute of Technology

View the full ranking here. 

Time Out Singapore

5

News Things to Do Food & Drink Culture Travel Shopping & Style Weekend Getaways Kids Music & Nightlife Restaurants & Cafe

6/20/25, 9:32 AM Singapore's NUS Ranks 1st In Asia And 8th Globally, NTU Ranks 3rd In Asia

https://www.timeout.com/singapore/news/singapores-nus-ranks-first-in-asia-and-eighth-globally-while-ntu-ranks-third-in-asia-061925 2/5

https://www.timeout.com/singapore/news/worlds-best-universities-singapores-nus-and-ntu-make-the-top-15-out-of-100-for-2025-060524
https://www.topuniversities.com/world-university-rankings
https://www.timeout.com/
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu5B0bdkJFFfFjuHrjyj0nF6bWeuf1GxJL1kIufOUF3fjjJKhExil11cZeL-1PtoDZsNAmKRx_1mwBk0NH91C4msesCcgo0idGJT9dwxXu_sFpCXbvdEWUZkAQOx8MeraLWLeT6kPqHd1Go7aWqThYt-W9MBtGI2qdHOQE--syogBZREYzcXuQxulVUY8IPJnYH4snXekH6OoQHQ_D3DVJPMOLJMnwizrraehRq_6tzCqKiKMdm_JI6yL1ZLU7oeJAhDZki2AFbp_MAg6rGojjN0nR6Fh5k_peRePtmrXT_PY5CH6tOHgWSCVy_vqZXjtsXzfhsbpYJ7hUgClnjwPFCKMbylaOGj_CtDIwVbLVT27_rcCubGDMw8Wn_8UVszJH9NR5x6mYKfWsUKJwMq_qcuQ8FouOXalGDAv2qzPbetqdUMDzuNuZ1QbpMP0T_KeudU6q5_VJhvKjFaJ_-qzjoF7HpVnjtQBWrRd_gNbVzACIGVTRT9VnWnui9D0i0V5P10FLohDJQDk12mmDriGCNQJdv6Ld8RPhina5oleK7drmzZ765bf9GNRMjnOwvDld2GhoN7j1z5FwtKY0Mom1_P1x6mY7jfx1VxO3lTDzWL0kxa4Gp4Y0GrMPfNigypzCt_01MJTK-ROre7ouRKiMIxFpoay4joQyqLQTv7i4wvurHTYaiGc25uaFQaZCVMRX1tcJqOqifnfE0wEMpNRvN03rMfgsY7PKZlApx0QVRqcz63qcAChBOgTQ4SDcdDHdY1GB5crmwoVKE0JMdQ9pyBuPwU7K1KXC3f2VA8VtsOPxE3a485zAN2DoWUc94EGjDnPap3ECoyT-8D6xiQ93ArbGZny4_dhLPmot-mUSPosCU8gDwNPlNBtQBDlOHWszDjy6Gb9kD34KyVKsUP62ggDg1Jp_M5wG4aUpqMhGIB-CfaiCq5vFvf3zBnpuhpcPN-Y6st6XTuvtmMoEfPNeurwZO9gXa6dNbHIF04FsEM2_3M_7KJHYFupHzA_XjWbggu4ZqK2wVIW8-GrkbZFpM_STlN5oshpz2YMzeZ4S3tAEfjpzlt5ZSLFOrcWorpY1JvZbT8QtXk6YuUmrUWUrte67IDxivmkaeDli_fOyd0Pqu3kXvhQyMTI-h1Rl50Cez1CBKfiId1WA5G-lzEvmooAmhQUh1ENxPB-mMQaOfDxS-x-4n7Gv5eSA_KX9kGwyuAUdqtHCSKrx-no1M7xgQSg7S8mCTF5cZXN708rgSNCyhi_ByoiyuzlXoKPIbguH63xxQ2C97tVU_IY1EZO-fu9iSD9pRHT6U-kIm26ofrZ84WPKnVV9aByxGrJSsr7CFohqpUAhDY4B3V5CwTuxGOO1h0cXu6Z6z1832YKS3ajaoUJ6G02lF1prW_Hzwyk5rDUmeTm-yOtM87AuEKKRInquOLbKRlClWrQccGykidJf_xDDVV3cjLVX5C0gPZdArJHssp5i7aR5i5_R8vL0fpmo67GnCUualxoehr8_z5TelWVdmHI60dYrzfuwCpIeYIFEQiyl-WnZA2uqcbRYx9hzsHu1FB29GixUo706-Fl45HCWdl6T0qyickNyDVySqn0sjcU76z4xNA7QcsTxjKrWLXhbXf9iN6y_fqnx5LDRPfxA2A9IEcn6DEte8X6U8BW6tJuBqir7ATJMZvRtQBbcwXjYNTE2llsRAemzUzp5RjHS7XF9gQzL44WUOGxlWaS6d4deMxGUBf9EJXQpv5za34cFM34MlAM57x1wKW2Sv3dUH2kbKW4_5kBdVb87DqR52m06h3hR8AkkD8IPp88eeGL855Kz-7FmxM95F4PkECrDqiLBI1Ro9OhigRnfFnb5GyqvB_Tkc426vifV2Jyee8axiDNmRWK7ySySYQZxmjs5Pwme4Eryb3-4830uKbFRSN24&sai=AMfl-YQTIXEtSZzciqnB_sarqpgi5BWkR27LpRHe7U_sAbfKZhShxkNquLvTEaaEJOCTnuL4-VSLWY7CuFLMmU8gQ9TqHem6Wp-1MmVzJRzBA2LyzkNyHfke2AlX2pa7MBm1TGcL2zP8IxV4oJOmxDTknPpcWTmCVbdQzfhKSX2LKVLJaHC7h-dyQksmF44F7MoBDT4jA_oxkycF_Swxd3ziewY5BF_9zSb-J2Y1_mqWEbwYUiwQYM-5iyWw2WF0-pM1z9ZiB_0nTh95AXTH9nRkcNulZ5oooI2BqkFzq94P5UblR1w_wHB_3SHDSe7rgK5O9HNDGhJaLea91AuZxBX2MdTxRO4X3XWJjendq-BTtg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDB6Dva1K-Df&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9oeWF0dC5jb20&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.hyatt.com/ja-JP/destinations/singapore-malaysia%3Fsrc%3Dcorp_aspac_jp_disp_ao_dv360_dirresp_rmkweb_banner_cm_evergreen%26dclid%3D%25edclid!%26gad_source%3D7
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu5B0bdkJFFfFjuHrjyj0nF6bWeuf1GxJL1kIufOUF3fjjJKhExil11cZeL-1PtoDZsNAmKRx_1mwBk0NH91C4msesCcgo0idGJT9dwxXu_sFpCXbvdEWUZkAQOx8MeraLWLeT6kPqHd1Go7aWqThYt-W9MBtGI2qdHOQE--syogBZREYzcXuQxulVUY8IPJnYH4snXekH6OoQHQ_D3DVJPMOLJMnwizrraehRq_6tzCqKiKMdm_JI6yL1ZLU7oeJAhDZki2AFbp_MAg6rGojjN0nR6Fh5k_peRePtmrXT_PY5CH6tOHgWSCVy_vqZXjtsXzfhsbpYJ7hUgClnjwPFCKMbylaOGj_CtDIwVbLVT27_rcCubGDMw8Wn_8UVszJH9NR5x6mYKfWsUKJwMq_qcuQ8FouOXalGDAv2qzPbetqdUMDzuNuZ1QbpMP0T_KeudU6q5_VJhvKjFaJ_-qzjoF7HpVnjtQBWrRd_gNbVzACIGVTRT9VnWnui9D0i0V5P10FLohDJQDk12mmDriGCNQJdv6Ld8RPhina5oleK7drmzZ765bf9GNRMjnOwvDld2GhoN7j1z5FwtKY0Mom1_P1x6mY7jfx1VxO3lTDzWL0kxa4Gp4Y0GrMPfNigypzCt_01MJTK-ROre7ouRKiMIxFpoay4joQyqLQTv7i4wvurHTYaiGc25uaFQaZCVMRX1tcJqOqifnfE0wEMpNRvN03rMfgsY7PKZlApx0QVRqcz63qcAChBOgTQ4SDcdDHdY1GB5crmwoVKE0JMdQ9pyBuPwU7K1KXC3f2VA8VtsOPxE3a485zAN2DoWUc94EGjDnPap3ECoyT-8D6xiQ93ArbGZny4_dhLPmot-mUSPosCU8gDwNPlNBtQBDlOHWszDjy6Gb9kD34KyVKsUP62ggDg1Jp_M5wG4aUpqMhGIB-CfaiCq5vFvf3zBnpuhpcPN-Y6st6XTuvtmMoEfPNeurwZO9gXa6dNbHIF04FsEM2_3M_7KJHYFupHzA_XjWbggu4ZqK2wVIW8-GrkbZFpM_STlN5oshpz2YMzeZ4S3tAEfjpzlt5ZSLFOrcWorpY1JvZbT8QtXk6YuUmrUWUrte67IDxivmkaeDli_fOyd0Pqu3kXvhQyMTI-h1Rl50Cez1CBKfiId1WA5G-lzEvmooAmhQUh1ENxPB-mMQaOfDxS-x-4n7Gv5eSA_KX9kGwyuAUdqtHCSKrx-no1M7xgQSg7S8mCTF5cZXN708rgSNCyhi_ByoiyuzlXoKPIbguH63xxQ2C97tVU_IY1EZO-fu9iSD9pRHT6U-kIm26ofrZ84WPKnVV9aByxGrJSsr7CFohqpUAhDY4B3V5CwTuxGOO1h0cXu6Z6z1832YKS3ajaoUJ6G02lF1prW_Hzwyk5rDUmeTm-yOtM87AuEKKRInquOLbKRlClWrQccGykidJf_xDDVV3cjLVX5C0gPZdArJHssp5i7aR5i5_R8vL0fpmo67GnCUualxoehr8_z5TelWVdmHI60dYrzfuwCpIeYIFEQiyl-WnZA2uqcbRYx9hzsHu1FB29GixUo706-Fl45HCWdl6T0qyickNyDVySqn0sjcU76z4xNA7QcsTxjKrWLXhbXf9iN6y_fqnx5LDRPfxA2A9IEcn6DEte8X6U8BW6tJuBqir7ATJMZvRtQBbcwXjYNTE2llsRAemzUzp5RjHS7XF9gQzL44WUOGxlWaS6d4deMxGUBf9EJXQpv5za34cFM34MlAM57x1wKW2Sv3dUH2kbKW4_5kBdVb87DqR52m06h3hR8AkkD8IPp88eeGL855Kz-7FmxM95F4PkECrDqiLBI1Ro9OhigRnfFnb5GyqvB_Tkc426vifV2Jyee8axiDNmRWK7ySySYQZxmjs5Pwme4Eryb3-4830uKbFRSN24&sai=AMfl-YQTIXEtSZzciqnB_sarqpgi5BWkR27LpRHe7U_sAbfKZhShxkNquLvTEaaEJOCTnuL4-VSLWY7CuFLMmU8gQ9TqHem6Wp-1MmVzJRzBA2LyzkNyHfke2AlX2pa7MBm1TGcL2zP8IxV4oJOmxDTknPpcWTmCVbdQzfhKSX2LKVLJaHC7h-dyQksmF44F7MoBDT4jA_oxkycF_Swxd3ziewY5BF_9zSb-J2Y1_mqWEbwYUiwQYM-5iyWw2WF0-pM1z9ZiB_0nTh95AXTH9nRkcNulZ5oooI2BqkFzq94P5UblR1w_wHB_3SHDSe7rgK5O9HNDGhJaLea91AuZxBX2MdTxRO4X3XWJjendq-BTtg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDB6Dva1K-Df&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9oeWF0dC5jb20&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.hyatt.com/ja-JP/destinations/singapore-malaysia%3Fsrc%3Dcorp_aspac_jp_disp_ao_dv360_dirresp_rmkweb_banner_cm_evergreen%26dclid%3D%25edclid!%26gad_source%3D7
https://www.timeout.com/singapore/news
https://www.timeout.com/singapore/things-to-do
https://www.timeout.com/singapore/food-drink
https://www.timeout.com/singapore/culture
https://www.timeout.com/singapore/travel
https://www.timeout.com/singapore/shopping-style
https://www.timeout.com/asia/travel/weekend-getaways-incredible-southeast-asia-destinations
https://www.timeout.com/singapore/kids
https://www.timeout.com/singapore/music-nightlife
https://www.timeout.com/singapore/restaurants
https://www.timeout.com/singapore


READ MORE

Two Singapore restaurants are named in the World’s 50 Best Restaurants 51-100 extended list for 2025

Skytrax 2025: Singapore Airlines is Asia’s best airline, with world’s top cabin crew and first class

Scoot is crowned the world’s best long-haul low-cost airline in 2025 by Skytrax

Been there, done that? Think again, my friend.

Sign up to our newsletter to enjoy Singapore without spending a thing (as well as options when you're feeling flush).

By entering your email address you agree to our Terms of Use and Privacy Policy and consent to receive emails from Time Out about news, events, offers and partner promotions.

SubscribeEnter email address

Popular on Time Out

Things to do

Singapore private members’ club 1880 announces sudden closure due to lack of funds

Theatre

A ‘Demon Slayer’ live concert is coming to Singapore for the first time ever, here’s how to get tickets

Restaurants

Maxi Coffee Bar at Ann Siang is now closed after being given less than two days’ notice to vacate

Travel

Skytrax 2025: Singapore Airlines is Asia’s best airline, with world’s top cabin crew and first class

Things to do

Singapore’s grandest library has Roman columns and a high domed ceiling – and yes, it’s open to the public

6/20/25, 9:32 AM Singapore's NUS Ranks 1st In Asia And 8th Globally, NTU Ranks 3rd In Asia

https://www.timeout.com/singapore/news/singapores-nus-ranks-first-in-asia-and-eighth-globally-while-ntu-ranks-third-in-asia-061925 3/5

https://www.timeout.com/singapore/news/two-singapore-restaurants-are-named-in-the-worlds-50-best-restaurants-51-100-extended-list-for-2025-060625
https://www.timeout.com/singapore/news/skytrax-2025-singapore-is-asias-best-airline-with-worlds-best-cabin-crew-and-first-class-061825
https://www.timeout.com/singapore/news/scoot-is-crowned-the-worlds-best-long-haul-low-cost-ariline-in-2025-by-skytrax-061825
https://www.timeout.com/terms-of-use
https://www.timeout.com/privacy-notice
https://www.timeout.com/singapore/news/singapore-private-members-club-1880-announces-sudden-closure-due-to-lack-of-funds-061725
https://www.timeout.com/singapore/news/a-demon-slayer-live-concert-is-coming-to-singapore-for-the-first-time-ever-heres-how-to-get-tickets-061725
https://www.timeout.com/singapore/news/maxi-coffee-bar-at-ann-siang-is-now-closed-after-being-given-less-than-two-days-notice-to-vacate-061625
https://www.timeout.com/singapore/news/skytrax-2025-singapore-is-asias-best-airline-with-worlds-best-cabin-crew-and-first-class-061825
https://www.timeout.com/singapore/news/singapores-grandest-library-has-roman-columns-and-a-high-domed-ceiling-and-yes-its-open-to-the-public-061225



